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necessary or advisable to ask for reinforcements.
This was the policy decided on, although there are
indications of a more pronounced course of action
having been considered by one member, at least, of
Mr. Buchanan's Cabinet.1 But, as a whole, the
President and his advisers could not bring them-
selves to accept the view of the situation so clearly
expressed by Governor Pickens and so painfully felt
by Major Anderson. They were still hoping that
civil war would somehow be avoided, or at least
that they would get through their term of office be-
fore any passage at arms should take place. They
were determined, it is true, that no military post
should be surrendered, but they were very much in
hopes that none would be attacked. And since
they had despatched the Star of the West, a letter
from Anderson had been received, announcing that he
could hold the fort against any force which could be
brought against him. He had provisions sufficient to
last him beyond the 4th of March, when Mr. Lincoln's
administration would succeed that of Mr. Buchanan.
It was not likely, so Mr. Buchanan thought, that the
South Carolinians would attack Fort Sumter unless
some attempt should be made to reinforce or supply
it, and he did not see that at present it needed sup-
plies or reinforcements. Hence Holt, who had suc-
ceeded Floyd as Secretary of War, not only ap-
proved fully of what he termed Anderson's " for-
bearance " in not replying to the battery which fired
on the Star of the West, but told him that, as the

1 See Mr. Black's letter to General Scott, Jan. 16 ( I W. R., 140), and to
the President, Jan. 22d ; Crawford, 241.